





ee = 


: or ROT | 


al aa 

Kr (OF 

ang Te @ 
Uo 
fi 


VOLUME IV | eae 1917, 


JUUUTUU UU UU UU 





NUMBER 3 














The texture of Vitrotex 
appeals to good taste. 
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Postal Life Building, 43rd Street and Fifth Avenue, New York 
York & Sawyer, Architects 
Entire facade above second story is dark gray Atlantic Vitrotex Terra Cotta 
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The Postal Life Building and Atlantic Vitrotex 


Take as a cen- 
ter point, Fifth 
Avenue where it 
is crossed by 
42nd Street, and 
draw a circle 
with a radius 
equal to the dis- 
tance of three 
blocks, and you 
cirecumscribe one 
of the busiest, 
richest, and 
highest class dis- 


in New York, 
but in the world. 

The district 
includes the 
Grand Central 
Station, the New York Library, three famous 
hotels, two restaurants of international repu- 
tation, many of the best stores, several well 
known banks and a great many important 
office buildings. 

Newest in the last class is the sixteen-story 
Postal Life Building at the southeast corner 
of Fifth Avenue and 43rd Street, designed by 
Messrs. York & Sawyer, and entirely of At- 
lantic Terra Cotta from the second story to 
the roof. 

The importance of the site, the importance 
of the owners demanded the best in design 
and materials, and the selection of the archi- 
tects insured the best. The conditions would 
have warranted any expense within reason and 
the building is an expensive one. The reason 
for the use of Atlantic Terra Cotta was practi- 
cal, not economic, and though some economy 
did result automatically, it was a case of the 
right material in the right place. 

The chief characteristics of the design of the 
building are dignity and refinement. Dignity 
is best obtained by line and mass; refinement by 
color, texture and moderation and delicacy in 
the ornament. The modeling is low in relief, 





ATLANTIC TERRA COTTA CO., 


tricts not only 


carefully executed and placed logically so that 
it does not break the continuity of broad 
spaces of plain, rusticated ashlar. 

The color selected was Atlantic Vitrotex 
Gray, which, as the name indicates, has as 
much to do with texture as with color. In 
common with other Atlantic colors and glazes 
it is a complex chemical compound, applied 
in a liquid state and maturing only by chemi- 
cal reaction under the extreme temperature of 
kiln burning. Instead of the usual smooth, 
even coat, however, Atlantic Vitrotex has an 
individual texture. 

In the first place Vitrotex is applied rather 
heavily so that it smoothes and rounds off the 
edges of the modeled detail. This result was 
allowed for by making the models for the 
Postal Life Building too clear to be obscured, 
but not so bold that the refining modulation of 
rounded edges was lost. 

Some idea of this effect of Vitrotex may be 
obtained by comparing the finished work 
illustrated on pages four and five with the 
shop details on page seven. The shop details 
were photographed in the Modeling Depart- 
ment before the Vitrotex slip had been applied 
and developed by kiln burning. 

More than anything else the Vitrotex sur- 
face resembles weatherworn stone, stone that 
has been exposed to the weather for a hundred 
years or more, but at the same time it is dis- 
tinctly not stone. It is rough, with sharp 
but slight variations in the surface, and the 
color, though a true gray, is really the result 
of a mixture. Its conglomerate character 
can only be seen on close inspection. 

Altogether, the Postal Life Building express- 
es just what it was intended to express, and at 
the same time is an example of what is best in 
modern American architecture. It shows, as 
few other many storied buildings do, that the 
skyscraper may be beautiful as well as utili- 
tarian. 


Headpiece: Corner cartouche, third story 
Postal Life Building. 


1170 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


Detail of Upper Stories and Main Entablature 
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Detail of Thirteenth Story 
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Detail of Shaft of Building 
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Cartouche, Festoon and Belts, at Thirteenth Floor, on 43rd Street Side 





Mullions to Shaft Spandrels Between Fourteenth and Fifteenth Stories 
of Building 


Shop Models Before Application of Vitrotex Surface 
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Shop Detail and Model of Main Cornice and Parapet 


To insure safe construction the voids in the Terra Cotta pieces are completely filled with grout, and the copper flashing 
and waterproofing are protected by a tile deck. 
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Cost of Atlantic Terra Cotta 


Atlantic Terra Cotta is not a stock material; every piece is made especially for the 
building in which it is to be used and is intended to occupy a certain place in that building. 


To arrive at the cost it is necessary to figure the Architect’s plans and specifications, and 
to obtain a definite estimate the Architect should submit the following drawings: floor plans 
and elevations drawn to scale, sections showing projections, and sketch details. The elevations 
should indicate the character and the amount of modeling. 


Unless the whole building is to be Terra Cotta the Terra Cotta members should be 
clearly marked. The color and surface finish should also be noted, and if more than one color 
is used the polychromatic features should be indicated. 


The Architect may either inspect the models at the Atlantic pint or approve them from 
photographs that the Atlantic Company supplies. 


On all contracts complete construction drawings, subject to the achitens approval, are 
made for the use of the builder. The construction drawings show the location of every piece 
and its attachment to the frame of the building. Accompanying the drawings i is a was 
schedule of the necessary iron rods and anchors for the iron contractor’s bid. 


The main office of the Atlantic Terra Cotta Company is at 1170 Broadway, New York, 
and requests for information of any kind or notification of plans to be estimated should be 
sent to the main office or to the nearest one of the representatives listed below. 


ATLANTIC TERRA COTTA COMPANY 
1170 Broadway, New York 


William H. Powell, S. S. Whitehurst, 

President ; : Vice-President 

ee. DISTRICT MANAGERS 
New Yors, N. Y. A, J. Menten 1170 Broadway Datuas, Texas Arthur P. Clark Pretorian Bldg. 
Artanta, Ga. W. C. Hall Third Nat. Bank Bldg. Paiapecputa, Pa. I. B. Betts, Jr. Commonwealth Bldg. 
' Prrrspures, Pa. F. G. Evatt, Fulton Building 
AGENTS 
Amuxrst, N. S., Can. Rhodes, Curry Co., Ltd. Mitwavges, Wis. Jos. D. McCord, Majestic Building 
Boston, Mass. Waldo Bros., Inc., 45 Batterymarch St, Montreat, Can. David McGill, 820 Lagauchetiere St. 
Brownsvitiz, Tex. C. W. Hall NasHVILLE, TENN. T. L. Herbert & Sons, 174 8d Ave., North 
Borra.o, N. Y.. John H. Black Co., Builders’ Exchange New Orteans, La. Ole K. Olsen, 823 Perdido Street 
Cuarvorte, N. C, W. H. Rust, Realty Building NorFo.g, Va. G. S. Friebus, Monticello Arcade 
Cuattanooga, Tenn. John D. Key Brick Co., James Bldg. Omana, Nese. Sunderland Bros. Co., State Bank Building 
Danvite, Va. Builders’ Supply Co., First Nat. Bk. Bldg. Quesec, QuEBEC W. J. Banks, 101 St. John St. 
Derrorr, Mica. Wm. H. Cameron, Buhl! Block Rocusster, N. Y. _ Theodore H. Swan, Powers Building 
Duxrours, Minn. Thomson-Williams Co., Manhattan Building Sr. Joun, N. B.,Can. J. Charlton Berrie, 48 Princess St. 
Eu Paso, Texas -Neff-Stiles Co, Sarr Lake Crry, Uran Stimson Equipment Co., Felt Building 
Granp Rapiws, Micu. Michigan Face Brick Co. Michigan Trust San Juan, P. R. Geo. H. Kimball 
Company Building Tampa, Fra. Levin G. Taylor, Citizens’ Bank Building 

Knoxvittz, Tenn. John D. Key Brick Co., c/o Chas. M. Allen Toxzpo, O, - Clark, Meyer & Co., 2268 Albion St. 
: : Co., 1822 Folsom St. Toronto, Can, Scott, Hammond & Pratt, 65 Victoria St. 
Lrrrie Rock, Ark. Hydraulic Press Brick Co., Box 719 Utica, N. Y. Geo. L. Fuller, Sunset Ave., andO. & W.R. R. 
Los AnaEues, Cau. Geo. W. Clark, Van Nuys Building Wasnineton, D.C.. = W. A. Mills, 729 15th Street, N. W. 


Lovisvitie, Ky. Tyler Bldg. Supply Co., Tyler Building Witmineton, N. C. Roger Moore’s Sons & Co., Pythian Bldg. 
Winnipre, Mantrosa _— Waite-Fullerton Co., Builders Exchange 


ATLANTIC FACTORIES 


Plant 1. Tottenville, N. Y. Plant 3. Rocky Hill, N. J. 
Plant 2. Perth Amboy, N. J. ; Plant 4. Perth Amboy, N. J. 


Southern Branch 
ATLANTA TERRA COTTA COMPANY 
Third National Bank Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
Works at East Point, Ga., siz miles from Atlanta 
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